[Breast cancer in the man: a report of 30 patients].
A retrospective review of male patients suffering from breast cancer seen over an 18-year period was carried out at the Department of Clinical Oncology of the University Hospital of Graz. Thirty evaluable cases were analysed. Eight patients had Stage I, 11 had Stage II, 8 had Stage III, and 3 had Stage IV disease. Local control was achieved in the majority, 29/30 (97%), by either surgery alone or combined surgery and radiation therapy. Local recurrence developed in 2 (7%) patients. Further 7 (23%) patients developed distant metastases and were treated in accordance with policies developed for the appropriate stage of the disease in females, with hormonal manipulation for hormone receptor-positive and -unknown patients and chemotherapy for hormone receptor-negative patients. The corrected five-year survival (Kaplan-Meier) is 83% for the entire group, 100% for patients with Stage I disease, 86% in Stage II, and 67% in Stage III and IV disease, respectively. This corresponds well with the results in recently published series. Stage of disease at initial presentation was a significant factor determining survival in our investigation. Our own data as well as recent data from literature suggest that with respect to TNM Stages in mammary carcinoma, there is no prognostic difference between men and women. To what extent improved local control by adequate local therapy or systemic adjuvant treatment modalities may improve overall survival remains to be discussed.